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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION REGULATIONS — REVOCATION 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.07 am]: I would like to inform the house of 
the latest initiative to further consolidate the state’s environmental protection regulations. Since first elected in 
2008, this government has systematically undertaken the essential task of reforming what were duplicative and 
cumbersome environmental approvals processes. The key objective has been to achieve greater efficiency and 
effectiveness in environmental regulation without compromising the high environmental standards that we all 
expect. In keeping with this agenda, in 2014 I sought advice from the Environmental Protection Authority about 
the effectiveness of a number of environmental protection policies that have been in place since the 1990s. The 
Environmental Protection (South West Agricultural Zone Wetlands) Policy 1998, the Environmental Protection 
(Gnangara Mound Crown Land) Policy 1992 and the Environmental Protection (Swan Coastal Plain Lakes) 
Policy 1992 were implemented at a time when there were few other protections for wetlands, groundwater and 
native vegetation. Noting that since the implementation of these three environmental protection policies the state 
has introduced controls for clearing of native vegetation, added environmental harm provisions to the 
Environmental Protection Act 1986 and introduced regulations governing the discharge of a range of pollutants, 
the EPA concluded that these policies have outlived their usefulness and could be revoked with minimal risk to 
the environment. I have accepted that advice and have approved the revocation orders, which will be published 
this week in the Government Gazette. I want to stress that removing these regulations in no way diminishes the 
state’s commitment to wetland and water source protection. Rather, it is an effort to focus on matters of 
substance in environmental protection rather than symbolism, which these policies represent. 
The gazettal of these revocations further builds on this government’s commitment to approvals reform. This 
government has put Western Australia at the forefront of environmental noise legislation in the nation in the 
protection, certainty and fairness provided to all parties though the Environmental Protection (Noise) Amendment 
Regulations 2013. We have also made amendments to native vegetation clearing regulations to reflect 
contemporary farming practices and the need for day-to-day farm management, and to reduce the administrative 
burden on farmers and land managers, whilst delivering the highest standards of environmental protection. In doing 
so, Western Australia has improved its ranking of the state’s environmental regulation processes, nationally and 
internationally, as reflected by the Canadian Fraser Institute’s survey of mining companies. In the 2014 survey, 
Western Australia was ranked number one of all states and territories in Australia compared with fourth in 2008, 
and also ranked twenty-ninth of 128 jurisdictions worldwide, up from thirty-ninth in 2008. This government is 
committed to continuing to implement policies that ensure our state provides world-class environmental regulation 
without imposing unnecessary, costly, duplicative and economically damaging red tape.  
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